Diagnosis of sellar and parasellar lesions by computed tomography and other diagnostic modalities.
A review of 5,000 computed tomographic (CT) brain scans revealed 76 patients with proved pathology involving the sellar and parasellar areas. The overall diagnostic accuracy of CT scanning was 93.4%, whereas the accuracy of isotope scanning, angiography, and pneumoencephalography was 55.4, 81 and 100% respectively. The criteria used in making the diagnosis with CT scanning are listed. The results indicate that CT scanning is the initial diagnostic procedure of choice, but that other modalities, particularly angiography, are still required for more accurate evaluation in the majority of cases.